UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

NORTHEAST REGION

One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

Septenber 9, 2002
SMALL ENTI TY COVPLI ANCE GUI DE

Dear Permt Hol der:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) has
published in the Federal Register (August 28, 2002: 67 FR 55191)
an advance notice of proposed rul emaki ng announci ng a control
date of August 28, 2002, for the Atlantic hagfish fishery, which
serves as notice to any new or speculative entrants to the
Atlantic hagfish fishery after the control date that their access
to the fishery may be restricted if the New England Fishery
Managenment Council (Council) recommends a |limted access permt
for the fishery. 1In the notice, NOAA Fisheries al so announced
that it has denied a Petition for Rul emaking that requested that
NOAA Fi sheries imredi ately inplenment enmergency neasures to limt
entry into the Atlantic hagfish fishery. After review ng public
comment on the Petition, NOAA Fisheries also announced t hat,
based on these comments, it believes that a Fishery Managenent

Pl an shoul d be devel oped for the Atlantic hagfish fishery by the
Counci | .

I f you have any questions regarding the control date, please
contact Myles Raizin at 978-281-9104.

Si ncerely,

Patrl cia f !E;Eg!f' ;

Regi onal Admi ni strator

This Small Entity Conpliance Guide conplies with section 212 of
the Smal | Business Regul atory Enforcenent and Fairness Act of
1996.




